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duced may be retained. He defines it as that complex of sensations which results 
from muscular activity. 

The second part of the dissertation contains the reports of the experiments, 
describing the instruments used and the methods employed. 

We are informed that Dr. Delabarre has been appointed to the chair of psy- 
chology in Brown University. tcpc. 

Le Nihilisme Scientifique. I. Dialogue entre le Doctor Ouden et L'Etudiant Ti 
son Neveu. Rapporte par P. Van Bemmelen. Leide : E. J. Brill, 1891. 

Dr. Ouden's nephew thus summarises the scientific, or rather ' ' philosophic " 
views of his uncle: "There is no God, but there is the world. In this world 
there are neither souls, nor mind, nor life ; there is only matter and its elemen- 
tary forces. Nevertheless these forces do not exist ; there is only movement, the 
sole function of matter, which is inert. In its turn, matter has no reality ; it is 
composed of geometrical points which are susceptible of movement. But as there 
is neither time nor space, there is no movement." Nothingness is thus reached, 
but beyond is illusion, the maja of the Hindoos, which explains all our conceptions 
of nature including that of our own being. This scientific maja is not the semblance 
of a real world, but that of a world which does not exist, so that illusion and noth- 
ingness are the same thing. From which it follows that there is no illusion and no 
mind to be deceived ! Mr. Van Bemmelen's opuscule is an ingenious jeu d' 'esprit, 
evidently intended to exhibit a certain phase of speculation as a reductio ad absur- 
dum. Q. 

Diritto Sociale Tentativo in Bozza. Dell' Aw. Pietro Pellegrini. Borga a 
Mozzano. 1891.. 

There is no denying the activity of the statesmen and scholars of modern Italy 
in the cause of radical, social reconstruction and, as remarked by a recent traveller 
in Italy, in the ' ' building up again a Commonwealth, founded on high principles 
of right and equality." "Diritto Sociale," in Italian jurisprudence, of course, re- 
lates to municipal and positive law, in its social-economical and social-political 
aspects. But, in a country with the municipal and political traditions of Italy, this 
"Diritto Sociale, " even in modern times, exhibits a tendency to crystallise into a 
kind of concrete, social religion. The Avvocato Signor Pietro Pellegrini, the 
learned author of this book, appears to feel deeply concerning the present condition 
of this branch of jurisprudence in Italy. 

In his preface the author says, that during the present century legal science 
has not made any very substantial progress ; that the revolution of the last century, 
while asserting the famous rights of man, forgot the rights of juridic persons, of 
corporations, and law became an individualista- — or, individualiser. On the strength 
of his juridic personality man thereupon engaged in a struggle for his rights on the 
vast social field, but he found himself alone — an individual and nothing more. As 
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such, he could not form a juridic, social organism, but he merely sought to adapt 
himself to an actual, external juridic organisation, differing but slightly from old- 
time despotism. On this basis the State still continues to create municipal and 
positive laws, more or less adapts them to the facts of reality, arbitrarily creating 
juridic persons and administrative bodies, such as the mandamenti, circondarii, pro- 
vincie of the modern Italian kingdom — all of which are only hybrid administrative 
entia, that do not in the least satisfy a number of local public needs ; and therefore, 
there is no harmony between individual men and the juridic persons, between the 
public administrative entia and the State, and there is bloody war among the States 
themselves. 

The ultimate cause of all this conflict is to be ascribed to the individualism of 
the law, in not recognising organic, juridic relations; and this, moreover, neces- 
sarily called forth the reaction of an exaggerated socialism. . . . Person has a much 
wider significance than individual ; person cannot be isolated, individual, because, 
juridically, person implies an exchange of relations with others ; hence, juridic per- 
sons ought to enjoy a greater legal authority than they actually enjoy in our modern 
jurisprudence. The plasma sociale, or the original social mould, is developed by 
degrees into a vital, practically real, organism, endowed with a physical body, that 
needs the material means of nutrition, in order to live, to preserve, and develop it- 
self. These, however, do not exist ; because nature furnishes only sufficient means 
to preserve man in a purely savage, animal condition. But, at least, there exist 
the sources, or fountain-heads, from which it is possible to derive the desired nutri- 
tive materials ; on condition of molding or transforming those fountain-heads, and 
of assuming their efficacious, practical direction. In the individualised or individual 
system there takes place a struggle among the individuals for the possession of that 
nourishment, in which case, however, the sources themselves are appropriated 
rather than the nutritive materials they contain. Such is the exclusive nature of 
the social means of nutrition, present and future, through which a large number of 
individuals will be at the mercy of a few, while the notorious ' ' rights of man, " re- 
main powerless. . . . 

The rights emanating from the organic concept of personality, together with 
the physico-economical laws of the fountain-heads of social nourishment, spontane- 
ously furnish the equitable distribution of the nutritive materials to each organic 
member, so that there is no monopolising of those natural fountain-heads, but a 
normal nutrition of all the organs, according to their needs, and their actual capac- 
ity as juridically displayed. . . . 

Those fountain-heads, besides being limited, are scattered through space, be- 
cause it is impossible to unite or concentrate them on any particular point of the 
globe. Hence this plasma sociale or social mold is distributed through space ac- 
cording to imperative laws, that result from the combined capacities of the respec- 
tive juridic, that is, social persons, with the capacities of the respective sources of 
social nourishment — of different municipal organisations, of cities, townships, and 
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villages. All these are pre-eminently juridic and social persons, each one possessing 
its peculiar functions, that cannot be exercised by other persons. The present 
work contains a lengthy but valuable introduction in four chapters, discussing the 
general concept of law ; and thereupon the book is divided into three parts, in which 
are explained the principles and development of positive law in its respectively 
civil-social, social-economical, and social-political aspects. This work, throughout, 
presents a number of equally important and novel points of view, through which 
the author's concept of an organic municipal and social law everywhere becomes 
the surest means of creating unity and harmony, not only within the general de- 
partment of law, but also within the sphere of practical legislation. yvXv. 

An Outline of Locke's Ethical Philosophy. By Mattoon Monroe Curtis, M. A. 

Leipsic : Gustav Fock, 1890. 

This excellent study was presented to the University of Leipsic as the Inaug- 
ural Dissertation for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy, and it is well deserving of 
publication, if for no other reason than the need of such a work. There appears to 
have been hitherto no complete account of Locke's System of Ethics, which does 
not even find a place in Mackintosh's " Dissertation on Ethical Philosophy." The 
author has not been able to discover any trace of the treatise on Ethics which 
Locke proposed to write, but his published works ' ' abound in ethical observation 
and severally took their rise from ethical considerations," so that there is no defi- 
ciency of materials from which to ascertain his ideas on that subject. 

Mr. Curtis very justly remarks that it is important to ascertain an author's 
views before criticising them, a truism which is not always acted on, as indeed was 
the case with Locke's own critics. He does not, however, profess to criticise but, 
as the title of his work shows, to give an outline of Locke's Ethical Philosophy. In 
his Preface he states that his author adopted the Stoic division of Philosophy into 
Physics, Ethics, and Logic. The object of Ethics, is described by Locke, in his 
noted " Essay," as the seeking out of those rules and measures of human actions, 
which lead to happiness, and the means to practice them. The end of this, is not 
bare speculation, and the knowledge of truth ; but right, and a conduct suitable to 
it. In the application of its principles Locke may be said to have gone further than 
any of his predecessors and of most of his successors. As pointed out by Mr. Curtis, 
he maintains that the institutions of government, religion, and education are, in es- 
sence, ethical and that all are parts of a system which must be based upon, and be 
in harmony with, the fundamental physiological and psychological principles of 
human nature. This follows from Locke's principle that the Individual, and not 
the Family, is the real social unit. Man is a rational, social, religious, and polit- 
ical being, and, therefore, "in the individual is contained, potentially, all institu- 
tionalism." 

It must be noticed, however, that to Locke the moral dynamic in human soci- 
ety is the concept of God. He regards this idea "as a natural, formal, necessary 



